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" CIFA to Launch

State-Wide Stir on
Farmers Woes

Express News Service

Tirupati: The Consortium

of Indian Farmers Associa-

tion {CIFA) along with other
farmers associations and po-
litical parties will take up a
state wide agitation from
May-end to press the gov-
ernment to redress farmers
problems.

Speaking to mediapersons
here on Monday, CIFA chair-
man Peddireddy Chengal
Reddy said farmers, particu-
larly those in Chittoor, were
facing lot of problems dueto

lack of remunerative price:

for their produce, including
paddy, sugarcane, horticul-
ture crops and milk.Instead
of taking suitable steps for

ensuring fair deal to farmers,

the government was resort-
ing to delay tactics landing
farmers in lurch, he averred.
The CIFA will hold talks with
various farmers societies like
water users associations,
milk societies etc, political
parties and other

associations to chalk outa

plan and form district com-"
mittees to spearhead the.
agitation which would con--
tinue till the government
concedes their demands. He.
demanded remunerative
price for farm produce.Blam- -
ing both the centre and state
governments forthe plight -
of farmers, he said by ban-
ning export of paddy to oth- -
er states, the government
was depriving farmers from'.
getting remunerative prlce¢
for their produce.

The government also failed
to set up district level rescue
mitigation fund as recom-
mended by the Swaminathan
Committee for providing
succour to horticulture farm-
ers during nature fury, he
said. s
Citing heavy loss to farm-
ers due to damage of tomato -
crop in the recent untimely-
rains in Madanapalli areaof
Chittoor, he said it is high
time the government consti-
tuted the fund.Farmers
leader M Gopal Reddy and
others were present,
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