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TIRUCHE Windscreens of a
State Transport
Corporation town bus were
damaged when
unidentified persons pelted
stones at the vehicle while
it wag proceeding on the I
Madural Road here in the
early hours on Friday.
The bus was on its to
Chathram bus stand from

Move to restore farmers’ rights

Consortium to take up a campdlgn from May 1 to October 2

Special Correspandent

TIRUCHE The Consortium of
Indian Farmers Associntions
(CIFA) will take up & nation-

di campaign to “restore the
Constitutional rights of Indi-
an farmers™ from May 1 to
October 2, its secretary gen-
eral, P. Chengal Reddy, said

Ordnance Factory when a here on Friday.
Eroup persons pelted The campaign was intend-
stones at the wehicle, Based | ed to highlight the plight of
on a complaint from the the country’s farmers, who
bus driver, Ravi, the Fort Mr.Reddy said, were in ex-
Police have registereda | treme distress owing to
CASE, wrong policies of the govern-
ments.
Pension scheme The growth rate of Use furm
sector has been going down.
The Department of Post Farmers do not have assured
will function as point of and profitable price for their
presence for the “Mew produce, security against

Pension Scheme” which I
has been introduced by the
Central Government. This
is made available in all
Head Poet offices af the
region with effect from
April 30.

Mettur level |

‘The water level in Mettur
dam stood at 7233 fect on
Friday against its full level
of 120 feet. The inflow was
3.397 cusecs and the
discharge, 2,100 cusecs,

crop failure, old age liveli-
hood security, proper access
to modern technologies and
mechanization, he  eaid
speaking at a consultative
meeting with representatives
of various farmers organisa-
tions to discuss the action-
plan fior the campaign here on
Friday.
Government  regulations
violated farmers Constitu-
tional rights of justice, [fherty
and equality, he contended.
Two Pay Commission reports
have Been implemented in re-

VARIOUS ISSUES: F. Chengal Reddy. secretary general, Consortium of Indian
Farmers Assoctations, speaking at a consulfative meeling with representatives
of farmers’ organisations in Tiruchi on Friday, - PHOTO: R. ASHOK

cent years, but the report of
the Mational Commission on
Agriculture has besn put in
the cold stornge.

Demands

The campaign would pui
forward a charter of demands
including fixation of mini-
murm sappart price for farm
produce taking Into account
the production cost and pro-
viding for 50 per cent profit
margin; removal of controls

on production, processing,
marketing and exports; with-
drawal of the Ezzential Com-
moglities Act  and other
anti-farmer Acts; reduction
of income disparities and em-
powerment of farmers to
plan, implement and monitor
theeir resources.
These apart, region and
commodity-specific demands
farmers  organisations
would also be highlighted,
The campaign will start on

May 1 with discussions
among farmers organisations
to finalize the charter of de-
mands ‘declarations at  the
Slluta.lii&triﬂ and villages lev-
els.

Dairing June and  July,
farmers activists would vt
villages to meet farmers and
explain the objoctives,

Im August, Farmers’ leaders
would meet local leaders,
MPs, MLAz and leaders m’pn
litical parties to represent

their cage.

On  October 2, farmers
wiould observe a day-long fast
im front of w statue or & por-
trait of Mahatma Gandhi in
their respective willages. On
the same day, about one lakh

farmers would observe a fast |

at Bew Dhelhic

Mr.Chengal Reddy said he
was engaged in enlisting the
suppart of all farmers orga-
nigations across the country
fior the campaign.

“1 hoave planned to meet |
Mahendra |

Sharad Joshi,
Singh Tikait and farmers'
leaders in other States to en-
list their suppart.” he said.

Action plan

Based on the discussions
with varfous farmers’ Organi-
sations, the fimal charter of

e e

demands and action p1|1n|

wold be evolved.
Muohadhanapuram ¥, Haja-

ram, Executive President, Ti- |

rachi District Cauvery Dalta
Farmers Welfare Association,
K. Rapa Chidambaram, Seere-
tary, Tamizhaga Vivasayignl
Sangam, G. Ajesthan, general
secretary, Tamil Madu Ba-
nana Growers Federalion,
and representatives of wari-
ous other farmers' organisa-
tions  participated in- the
meeting.
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