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Widespread r e p o r t s in 
Europe that premium 
o r g a n i c c o t t o n ex-

p o r t e d by India i s c o n t a m i -
nated wi th genetically modi-
fied (GM) cotton have tarnished 
the i m w oI a fas: g r w j i g seg-
ment of the comi ty ' s t e x a k ex-
port* 

T h e s c a r e i n E u r o p e w a s 
sparked by a report in the Ger-
man edition of F t M n d a l Tiroes 
a couple of w k s ago that a 'gi-
gant ic f r aud ' w a s taking place 
in t h e sale of cotton ga rmen t s 
marked as o rgan ic by leading 
European n f a i l e r s like HAM. 
C&A and Tchibo. but which ac-
molly cuntaincd GM cotton. The 
source of f a b n e s . i t said, w a s 
India. 

Accord ing to O r g a n i c Ex-
change. on internat ional non 
prof* agansac ian that p r a n o t o 
the growth of organic farming. 
India a c c o u n t e d for as m u c h 
as 65 pe r c e n t o f t h e 175.113 
t o n n e s of o rgan ic cot ton pro-
duced worldw-.de in 2 0 0 M 8 

The repor t q u o t e d Lothar 
Kiusr, drector at RiTiiiet haven-
based independent testing lob 
oratory Impetus, as saying that 
a round 30 per cent of the sam-
ples wTre con tamina ted wi th 
GM cotton. 

Interestingly th» paprr quot-
»d Sonjay Dave, duwtor Ape-
da (Agricultural and Processed 
Food P roduc t s Expor t Devel-
opment Authority), the nodal 
agency for exports of orgamc. 
as saying that the f raud w a s on 
a ta rge scale and that two Eu-
ropean certifying agencies had 
b e e n f i ned for lax p roces se s 
Since then a clutch of leading 
European textile t rade journals 
h a s b e e n sp lash ing t h e stoty. 
cas t ing a c loud o v e r t h e bur-
fpnrang exports of organic prod-
ucts f rom India, of which cot-
ton is the lending item. 

In an interview with Busi-
ness Standard. Dave said he 

With 65-75 per cent of t h e country's production coming f rom Bt cot ton, contaminat ion is a 
fairly widespread concern Ihis is specially so since most of India's fa rms are t.ny. of 1-1 5 
hectares each 

had been misquoted in the re-
por t . T h e r e w a s a problem of 
contamination in 2008 but that 
had been resolved last year, he 
said. "Ufc maintain the s t r ides : 
s t a n d a r d s a n d t w o European 
cert ifying agencies — Control 
Union Certifications and Eco 
cer t — w e r e f ined Rs 15 lakh 
and Rs 7 5 lakh each for failing 
to take proper procedures l a m 
surprised why this issue is crop-
ping u p j g u n . " 

It apprsrethat the Incfan sub-
sidiar ies of t h e t w o E u r o p e a a 
certifying bodies have failed tc* 
check the seeds being used b y \ 
organic farmers who have used 1 
seeds of Bt cotton as the GM c o t - 1 
inn iwed m l n d a is popularly re- I 
ferred to GM is strictly taboo fotf 
industrial users and c o n s u m e r ^ 
of organic cotton. 

According to P V S M (jouri. 
adviser on o rgamc products to 
A p e d a . o rgan ic cot ton fe tch-
es a premium of 15-20 per cent 
ove r convent ional co t ton a n d 
accounts for 10 per cent of the 
total cotton production T h e r e 
has been a tremendous ir<rrcr*-

in t h e pas t two- three yea r s of 
organic cotton production, but 
there is a p robkm of availability 
o f n o n - B t s e e d s . " s h e s a y s 
However, t h e b igge r conce rn 
is con tamina t ion f rom Bt cot-
ton fields. 

M e a s u r e s to p reven t con-
taminat ion t h rough strict im-
p l e m e n t a t i o n of a 5 0 - m e t r e 
r e f u g e (buf fe r z o n e s a r o u n d 
farms growing Bt cotton to pre-
s e n t t h e p o l l e n s f r o m c o n -
t a m i n a t i n g n e i g h b o u r i n g 
f a r m s ) a r e absolu te ly e s s c n ' 
tial. says G o u r i "If Bt f a n n i n g 
pract ices a r e regulated strict-
ly we can keep contamina t ion 
at manageable levels, special-
ly if f a rmers use non-cotton as 
a buf fe r -

But, with a r o u n d 65-75 pe r 
cen t of t h e p roduc t ion in t h e 
country coming f rom Bt cotton, 
contaminat ion is a fairly wlde-
<prrad c o n c r m This is spccaJy 
so since most of India 's f a r m s 
a r e tiny; of 1 - 1 5 hectares each. 
Says j i t ender Kumar, assistant 
vice p res iden t of Alok Indus-
t r i e s . a t e x t i l e f i rm: T h e is-

s u e of con tamina t ion h a s not 
been add re s sed s e n o u s l y Wr 
need a d e a r cut pobcy on t h e 
issue on how much segregation 
is necessary And no s tandards 
h a v e b e e n d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
c o u n t r y f o r t h e p e r m i s s i b l e 
amount of contamination in or 
game cot ton." 

TTie problem is serious, con-
cedes G V Ramanjaneyulu. ex-
ecutive director of Hyderabad 
based Cen t re for Sus ta inable 
Agriculture. " I V gene flow fo r 
Bt co t ton is highest at 50 me-
t r e s . bu t e v e n a t 100 m e t r e s 
there is possibility of contam-
ination. Even if o n e plant in a 
one-acrr plot - fc can have 4.000 
plants — is contaminated , t h e 
chances of contaminated seed 
in t h e nex t s e a s o n a r e h igh." 
says the scientist who w a s ear-
lier with ICAR 

It is a c o n c e r n f o r t e x t i l e 
c o m p a n i e s w h o have organ ic 
cotton in their portfolios. Alok 
Industries, one of the largest in-
tegnited textile comparers with 
sales of Rs 2.160 crore in 2007-
06 (exports accounted for d o s e 

to half ) . i» a ma jo r user of or-
ganic ccctcn that it contracts for 
from farmers in Wlarbha in Ma-
h a r a s h t r a a n d Ad i l abad in 
Andhra Pradmh. Of its total con-
sumption of ±50.0X1 bales (One 
bale • 165 k© last year. 20 per 
cent w a s organic cotton, spe-
cially grown for the company 
It exports small quantities of or-
ganic cotton y a m , but Is a ma-
jor supplier oil fabrics to top re-
tai lrrs like HAM 

Kumar, wtio is in charge of 
t h e c o m p a n y ' s u n i q u e pro-
g r a m m e to use ethical cotton 
fit subscr ibes to Fair Trade, a 
process which guarantees fair 
r emunera t ion to f a rmer s and 
o ther s takeholders In the tex-
tile chain), points out that then* 
are *no appropriate policies or 
measures to protect organic cot-
t on fa rming" a l though "more 
f a r m e r s will be convert ing to 
orginic because of its long-term 
sustai liability" 

Alok Imta t r i e s says reports 
of contaminat ion coukl have a 
serious impact on the potential 
of organic cot ion exports that 
ts immense if stricter standards 
are maintained Dave says Ape-
da i s a l r e a d y d o i n g th is by 
"keep ing a c loser look at or-
gan ic c o t t o n cer t i f ica t ions" . 
Currently, cer t i f icat ion is be-
ing done as per OOTS. or glob-
al organic texhl? standards, but 
India is f o r m u l a t i n g its own 
s tandards 

T h e biggest innovat ion is 
Trace Net. a web-based trace-
ability system that has been in-
troduced in the ccuitiy. to trace 
a n d t r a c k all o rgan ic certifi-
c a t i o n s for expor t s to ensure 
purity Inspectors employed by 
cert if ication agencies will us<-
G P S devices for capturing da-
ta so that wrong certifications 
are eliminated 

Organic exports should be 
secure with TraccNet. says Daw 
who prafcets that exports of or-
gan ic produc ts should double 
lo Rs 1.000 crore in the next two 
yearv 

;ency finds traces of GM in Indian soya 
SREEIATHA 
N t w M h . SMxvury 

In d u may lose a huge export 
market for its soya as CERT 
ID. an independen t global 

certifying agency for non-GM 
crops, h a s found that BT Cot-
ton is contaminat ing it. 

CERT ID h a s informed En-
v i r o n m e n t M i n i s t e r J a i r a m 
Ramesh in a letter that it h a s 
found Indian soya being con-

taminated wi th GM materials 
on th ree occasions 

Says Richard WVrran. MD 
of CERT ID Europe. "India be-
ing t h e only count ry that pro-
duces non-GM soya, has an ad-
v a n t a g e in t h e global marke t 
which d e m a n d s non-GM soya 
a n d tha t i s n o w i n j e o p a r d y 
a s C E R T f o u n d o n t h r e e oc-
casions contaminat ion of Indi-
an soya by GM mate r i a l* 

I T * leoer p x s on to add that 

while research Ad nx produce 
evidence of my cubvation cf GM 
soya in India, investigations led 
loGM cotton as the »u roe cfoon-
t a m n a o c n The letter, dited Jan-
uary 22 this year, seeks a meet-
ing with the minister at t h e ear-
liest dote to sort out the issue 

He w a n t s that unapproved 
GM p r e s e n c e will be a m a j o r 
g loba l m e d i a i s sue , c a u s i n g 
irreparable and permanent dam-
age to Indian soya industry 

Ind i a e x p o r t e d 3 5 2 , 6 0 0 
t o n n e s of s o y a m e a l in 2007-
08 to coun t r i e s like Vie tnam, 
Japan. Indonesia and Thailand. 
Brazi l a n d A r g e n t i n a a r e its 
main compet i tors 

M e a n w h i l e , ag r i cu l t u r a l 
economist Bhaskar Goswami. 
who is with Delhi-based Forum 
for BwtechnoloK. and Food Se-
curity. h a s wa rned that maize 
may lose m a r t a share as Mahy-
oo Monsanco has applied for ap-

prow* of GM maize. "GM mat 
is round the c o m e r and Mahy 
CO Monsanto is bringing «l Thai 
would mean the end of mere ex 
ports f rom non-GM dcman&nf 
countries which depend soleh 
on India for that." CERT ID h* 
b e e n c e r t i f y i n g Ind ian soyi 
against t h e Cert ID Non-GMC 
Standard for almost 10 y e a n 
enab l ing Indian soy a proces 
to rs and traders to confident! 
access EU food t m n u f a c t u e r 


