Our farmers are
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w5, you read it right;

to hell with the

World Cups to hell

with the celebra-
tions; to hell with all the free
land and money being show-
ered by different govern-
ments on the players. How
can 1 jump, scream, have gal-
lons of beer and cheer for the
mation when a few kilometres
away the farmers and feeders
of my country are taking their
own lives in hordes?

Do you know that, on aver-
age, 47 farmers have been
committing suicide every sin-
gle day in the past 16 vears in
our shining India — the nex
COOMOMIC POWET, progressive
with nine per cent growth?

Last month, on March 5,
Friday evening, when Banga-
lore’s watering holes were
getting filled up, when all the
DuIs were blaring out deafen-
ing music, when we were busy
discussing India’s chances a
the World Cup, sitting in
CCDs and Baristas — just 100
km away from Eahg:lun‘
Swamy Gowda and Vasan
thamma, a voung farmer cou-
ple, hanged themselves,
leaving their three very voung
children to fend for thems
selves or, most likely, die of
malnutrition.

Why did they do it? Were
they fighting? No. Were they
drunkards? No Did they have
incurable diseases? No! Then
WHYT Because they were un-
able to repay a loan of He
BO.000 (aworking IT couple’s
one  month  ealary? 2.3
months EMI?) for vears,
which had grodually in-
crepsed to Rs. 1.2 lakh, Be-
cause they knew thal now
they would never be able to
pay iy back. Because they
werg hurt. Hurt by our gov.
erdment which announced 3
huge reduction in import du-
kv for 56k in this year's budget
(from 30 per cent to 5 per

_cent) THey were %

thing else'y and our own
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farmers will be Teft in the
lusch,

On average, 17,000 farmers
Bave been committing suicide
every Year, for the past 15
vears on the trol. Can vou be-
liewe I1? Most of us wouldn't
know this fact, Why? Be-
cause, our great  Indian
medin, the world’s higuest
media, are not interested in
reporting this! Why? Because
they are mare interested in
covering fashion week extra-
vaganzas. They are more in-
terested in “why team India
wag not practising when Pa-
kistanis were sweating it out
in stadium on the eve of the
match? They are more inter-
ested in Poonam Pandey.

The media are supposed to
be the third eve of democracy
and also called the fourth es-
tate, but now they have be-
come real  estate.  Pure
business

S0 any attention from the
media is out of the guesfon
Who is left then? The govern-
ment? But we all know how it
works, The other day, 1 was
passing by Vidhan Soudha in
Bangalore and happened 1o
read the slogan written at the

entrance, 'fl‘m'ernmmt 'u.'ug
i god's work™
whfﬁ'lﬂﬁﬁfﬁﬁunt has left
all its work to god!

Karnntaka Chief Minister
B, Yeddyurappa announced
plots for all the players. But
fand? In Bangalore? You
must be kidding, Mr. C.M_ So
he retracts and now wants to
give money. But where will it
come from? Taxes, yours and

mine, Don't the poor farmers  ton’, A Tew hours ﬂrchTr'n‘_'

need the land or money more
than these players who are
already earning in crores”

A government-owned bank
will give you loan at six per

fon show venue was in a
Mumbai five-star hotel and
wag coversd by 500 ;nurn-u!-
i#ts and the theme wa

there, cotton farmers were
committing suicide. 4 or 5, ev-
eryday! How many TV jour-
nalists covered this? Zera!
Sixty-seventy per cent of

nterest rate if you are  India's population i livingen
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dying, to hell wit

On average, 47 farmers have been
committing suicide every single day in
the past 16 years in our shining India

and uge machines or o few
bored,” ¥oung  professionals
with disposable incomes, 1o
Iog.on to Facebook and watch
LELY

How can we splurge thou-
ssmdson ourBirthd
and goomm past in our AC vehj-
cheés and sit in eushy chairs in
mur AC offices amf pl
wee L— nd trip to Coorg wl
s small vil-
imrtes' walk

ne
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There was much panic
when there was swine flu. Ev-
ery single death in the coun-

try was reparted second by
seqond,

minute by minute
Why? Because it directly af-
fected owr salaried, ambi-
baos, teg |:.-<:|'.".'_\'_
middle-cluse. 56 there were
masks, special relief ce
EAQUIrY cenl

h the World Cu
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Hklll.g_ hiz_life, his wife fol-
bowz, either b;- pl:-lsl:-nlng the

kidls first or leaving them on
their own. In Anantapur,
Andhra Pradesh, a distressed
womnan farmer went to the

government  seed  shop,
bought a bottle of pesticide,
on credit, went home and

drank it, She was under debt
for most of her life and now —
even her death was oncredit!

Centuries ago, there was a
F JMAN EMpeTor, i.n|l.c| Nero,

tters, danc-

arlisis

ters,
5 und thinkers of

LA b .oy |

;

ind, laughing and socialising.
The party was 4% its peak
when it started getting dark.
Nero wanted the party to go
ol 30 he ordered and got all
the arrested criminals, who
were in his jails, around the
garden and put them on fire!
Burnt them alive, 0 that
there was enough light for the
fuests to keep on enjoving!
The guests had a gala time
though Hu-:.' knew the cost of
their enjoyment. .\m-.' n‘rm!

kind of conscience those |
gests had?

Nero's puests

What is happening in our
country is pot different from
Nero's party. We, the mididle-
class-young-well-carning:
mall-hopping-IFL-watlching
and celebrating-junta are Ne-
ro's guests enjoving at the |
cost of our farmers. Every
badget favours the already
rich. More exemptions are
being given to them at the
cost of grabbing the land of
our farmers in the name of
SELs, decrease in import du-
ties in the name of neo-liberal
redicies, increase in the loan
interest rates if the product ks
not worth lakhs and crores.
Yes, that's what we are, Ne-
o's guests!

I'm net against celebra-
thons, I'm not against cricket,
I'm not against World Cup. |
would be the first person to
scream, celebrate and feel
proud of any of India's
achievements but, only if all
fellow countrymen, farmers,
villagers also stand with me
amml cheer; only if they do not
take their own fives ruthless-
Iv, only if there is no differ-
ence hetween intergst rijas
for a_Merpcade Lragtor.
That would be the daywa alse
2o past on a bike, pc'_.\.t In-
dian win, with an Indian F




